Evaluation of extradural xylazine injection for caesarean operation in ovine dystocia cases.
Twenty-eight sheep suffering from dystocia, with complications including vaginal prolapse and emphysematous foetuses, were treated by caesarean operation. When tested by needle prick 30-40 min after injection, analgesia of the flank was present in 12 of 13 ewes and eight of nine ewes following either sacrococcygeal or lumbosacral extradural xylazine, respectively at a dose rate of 0.07 mg kg-1. Twelve of 13 ewes, which were ambulatory at the time of extradural injection, exhibited pelvic paresis in the interval before surgery. Vaginal prolapses associated with the dystocia in seven of 22 ewes which were replaced during surgery but not retained by suture, did not recur.